Hargraves tribute— 16 years of service— page 15

GROTON LLANDMARK

Serving the town of Groton since 1869
AY, January 28, 2011 www.grotonlandmark.com Vol. 143, No. 4 75¢

SALUTE TO SERVICE: STATE REP. ROBERT HARGRAVES

GROTON Lasnaiake * Hagvarn Hitsmr » Prppensll. FReg Paess © THE PUBLIc SPRT AYER * SHIRLEY Oracty » Townsssnn Tiies Frmay, Januans 28, 2011 16




M LOVE

Rep. Bob Hargraves prepares to speak on the House fioor, above and inset, for the last +|"||r on Dec. 16, 2010,




Rep. Bob Hargraves reflects on 16 years on Beacon Hill

By Mary E. Arats
maratainashobapub.com

€& Une of us is getling
old." teased Barry
Brown, i retired
Townzand Palice lieutenant
turned real estate broker
and apprentice funeral direc-
bor.

Mot me,” answenid
recently retired State Hep.
Robert Hargraves, The Gro-
ton Republican just con-
cluded a 16-vaur run, having
won aight conseoutive elec-
bions mnthe First Middleeex
District. In all he's served
nearly 4 years in elacted
nitice,

He was a Grodon fowm
maderator, Groton selectman
and charter member of both
the Planning Commities and
ultimate School Committes
for the Mashoba Valley Tech-
nical High School. The for-
mer middla'high el
teacher and principal has a
habil of running inte former
students, too.

"Mow what ave you
doing® asked Richard Ger
ace of Ayer, a former alpebra
pupil of Hargraves whao
etopped to chat. *I'm doing
an asseasment and sithing
back,” zaid Hargraves.

Par some, Hargraves
retirement is news For oth-
ers, they knew he was leav-
ing but wasn't sare when
Une thing was for certain,
Interviewing Hargraves at

“Lyme disease is an epidemic in this area and Bob helped
us gel the Lyme Disease Doctor Protection bill passed so
that we conld get the doctors to treal patienis as they see
Jit,” said Castle. “I bad to travel out of state lo get my
daughter treated. Bob went to bal for us and worked for a
year and we conldn’t bave done this without bim.”

Donna Castha, Groton resident amd Liwne diseass educator

Tiny’s Restaurant — & land-
mark sating estabhishment
in Ayer— world be a mixed
blessing, Walking testinuomni-
als would pasa by, but keep-
ing upwith the burgeening
conversations would be chal-
lenging,

Hargraves hanters briefly
with Aver businessman
Calvin Moore, Down the
ramp and into the rear din-
ing room, Hargraves is
warmly greeted by tero more
former conalituents,

“He's our hero, Make sure
vou put that on the first
line,” said Groton resident
and Lyme digsaze sducitor
Donna Castle. She and
Robin Lemieux of Groton, &
Lyme diseass survivor, sing
Hargraves' praises. Castle, a
eoelender of the proup Ticked
Off, azks Hargraves to drop
it thear monthly sdvocacy
meeting, held on the first
Tuesday of each month at
Mashohz Valley Medical

Center.

Hargraves was the head
sponsar of n ball signad into
taw on June 30 a8 part of the
4011 budget by Gow, Deval
Patrick, It was a bipartisan
effort to legitimize a Lyme
disease diagnosiz and antibi-
uhie course of treatment, for
the tick-borne disense,

“Lyme dissase is an eni-
demic in this area and Bob
helpad us et the Lyme Dis-
ease Doctor Protection bill
passed =0 that we could get
the doctors to freat patients
a4 they see fil," said Castle.

T had to travel outof state to

got my daughter treated,
Bob went to hat for us and
worked for 4 veer and we
couldn't have done this with-
out him.”

Tossing his [rish tweed
patchwork cap on a chair, he
gite and orders Tiny's most-
exeailent Bver and snons

platter with & cup of colfee. 1

alwaye drank oodfea.” he gaid,

| double it up and make it a
duplicate order for twao

LOOK LEFT, LOOK RIGHT

Hargraves faced tough
runs against Democratic
challengers in the district.
Bui Hargraves reflected on
the race to soccesd him, with

surprised from the left and
the right.

From the left, hiz legizls-
tive aide, Jane Morriss,
annauneed sha'd launch a
Demoeratic run for the seat
1 didn't take it seriously
whien she'd pone over and
gaid it was legal for her to do
it and etay on the job. But |
had i sy while it may be
legal, you an't stay on the
job It would be very awk-
ward.” Though she didnt
sustesd m the Democratic
primary, Hargraves eaid she
remains a friend

Not o regarding the sur-
prise that came from the
right.

Hargraves scknowledpes
that no one owns the Firsl
Middlesex seat, But when
long-time Hargraves cam-

paipn supporter Cormelits
"Connie™ Sullivan
announced his ron againgt a
sitting Bepublican incum-
bent, Hargraves was
shocked. Notonly did Sulli-
vian break the news a couple
of days before Sullivan pro-
claimed his candidacy at an
put-of-district fundraiser,
but instead of & fase-to-face
meeting; it was a cell phone
call to Hargraves whowas
drving his prandchildren to
viait the Baseball Hall of
Fame in Cosperatown, MY
The two haven't talked gince,
“1Laim nol peeved s much.
People knew I waenot a
happy camper and that’s not
o secret,” said Hergraves,
Sullivan wanbed W openan
accvunt with the Office of

Piease see HARGRAVES /1B




PR, POHL SR JOHALITR]
ap. Robert Hargraves leaves the Statehouse on Dec 30 for the last time in his
G-year cgreer as a le




HES-DO S FUELT HHILCHE
Rep. Robert Hargraves in his office at the Statehouse on Dec 30, going over what to
o with the items still in his office with his legisiative aide Sara Walkovich, This was
s 1ast day at the Statehouse aftgr 16 vears on the joh. "




Hargraves recalls a record of

caring, conservatism

HARGRAVES,/From Page 15

Cempsaipn and Political
Finnnes, “Well that's his rght
anyway. | hesitated for 5
minkile and Teaid vou have to
dowhat vou heve bodo,”

To hustle to raiee meney in
the remaining montha of 2004
“made sense but my only con-
vern was that when he files
down there, people fimd out
about it. It can get in the
press and Temoeratic candi-
dates or nther Repuhblican
candidates may decide {6.do
the same thing."

Hargraves said he'd heard
it echined from many, confirm-
g his feeling that if was an
odd move from an allegad
supporber when Hargraves
hadn’t vet decided i he was
seaking reseleckion.

“The very next Grofon Her-
odel, there’s & picture right on
the front page. The capiion
read ‘Connie Sullivan, candi-
date for state representative.’
| never made sn tasue, but it
was very, very disturbing and
troubling becpuse it had to
come from hiro. He leaked it
to the person who took the
picture, There was no article
with it or anvihing.”

Boon atter, the two ware
both ot & Pepperell ribbon-
cutiing ceremony, *I thooght
that was interesting af the
time that the Groton Herald
was there. That wes not &
Groton issue,”

Three months after Sulli-
van, o Grobon atbornay and
former 12-vear Ayer select-

i, annownesd his run, Hoes

graves endorsed hisevential
swpresgor, Sheila Harrington,
alan g Groton ettorney,
“Bhaila called me. I did nod
call Shaila. And that's when
we sat down and talleed about
the job ernd my fature.” Har-
grives lent his support to
Harnmngrton in October 2008

And, stepping back from
the Beacon Hill brouhaha,
Hargraves said Harrington is
refreghing. “She's one of the
first-paople whe has {old @,
i all my vears, T want to
serve tho people.” Bhe hias con-
stituent ekills, period. And |
gaw that and [ endorsed her,
Thate in her nature, 3he
wants to serve, And thats
what sobd me on Sheila.”

He said a golden rule fir
the uninitiated 1= “You keep
youar mouth ehutand you lis-
ten. You deal wath so much
eotifidential information, but
vou also want to establish
woiar own reputation for not
being a know it oll, which
e peonle de”

Acgenee of invinethiliby eon
folkow a campaign win; Har-
praves said, callimg i & sign of
rookie pelitics. “Ive noticed if
already inthe paper with
some new reps that they're

gaing to get together and file
a certain bill, [$'s almost an
attitude that we're gring in
theri to chinge the world, 1
like the attitude, but they
should walk easy (Get to Enow
the people. et to know whio
1o Lkl to.”

Even though Republicans
hiokd just 2-percent of the
House seats, Horgraves said
“lt's very impartant. even
thongh we're catnumbered
right now, to work both sides
of the iale. Yon want t estak-
lizh that. T think [have,"Of
Horrington, Hargraves aaid,

I know shewill."

TRACKING AYER'S
NEEDS

Something that Sullivan
and the majority of the zitfing
Aver selectmen have adyva-

cated for over the past decade
iz & downtown commuter
teain parking garage, Mass- |
[HOT mixed the notien this

_SUmmEr

Before pod since, the
peleckmen and the plan archi-
tect, the Montachusest
Regional Transit Authority,
have not been abls to wor an
BE00.000 state mateh totrig-
ger the releass of & 33.2 mil-
ticn federal earmark for an
Aver commuter-parking fix,
Onice propesed as an 211 mil-
lion multi-tier garage, the
present parking proposal has
miorphed into & downgraded
84 million parking lot
planned for Park and Main
Birests atop an expanded
Mashus River Rail Trail park-
ing lot via the purchase of
geveral Park Streat busi-
RESEEE.

Hargraves szid hiz job
wazn't to debate the merits of
the Rail Trail location, T took
my inslructions but [ ean
EXPress WV Opinion now,
Whire I'm puzzled with the
parking Iot ia if it's going to go
there, I don™ know if wa've

{ ever seen a Town Mesting

vita toactually put it there”

Hargraves acknowledged
and sgread with opposition to
a downtown lot. From & safety
standpoint, Hargreves
believes having to park on the
opposite side of Main Strest
from the train platform I8 not
gafe. "They're going to be com-
ing aroand the corner and
they're poing to be crossing
the street, particularly when
Lrains are getting out,

Instead Hargraves would
prefer sesing & perking facil-
ity on Weat Main Street, a
neglected bown corridor juat
putside Devens Verbeck Gate,
i natural connection to Route
2

Hargraves doean't believa
f parking lot would really
boest downitown businegses,

[ 8 has been argued by some,

“I've ridden the train & lot
over the vears, Who's poitg b
jump ofl that train sfter a




State Rep. Robart Hargraves talks 10 a Pepperall resident along skde what may have

Been his loughest opponent, Jloe Mchanus, of Groton.

long dav of work and the firat
thing on hos mind 15 G, T've
got 1o go ahopping in Aver!
It & wonderful place Lo ghagp
bt peopie are moing to g
hosme: Moet
the train in the morming are
il late gatting there and
petting parked. I have never
expressed this. I've Kepl it to
myzelf. But [ jost fea] — I'm
nef Baying itsa bad location
but {parking) mcrass friom the
Dewena Plaza {on West Main
Streat), they'd all beon the
sanee side of the street, The
¢ars thit are going to be con-
verging on that-are all on
that side of the highway”

He alao questioned why
the Aver salectmen never
ook him up on & prior offer to
ehepherd legiskation seversl
VERFE agn L0 safeguard the
continsed existance of the
downtown Aver MBTA train
etop, Buch saferdards are1n
place for Weetons Sthver Hill
gtop on the Frichburg rail
i

peaple gelting on |

FROM GARAGES TO

| BRIDGES

Hargraver recaiied seour-
ing etate monies for his
hameetowm, Greton. Une of
the first projects was for the
dam over the Bquanneconk
River by Blood Farm. *The
hridge in West Groton was
eaT]y on i A Lenure aond
gtarted during my term on
the Board of Selactmen,”

Annther bridee tasue was
thi work to reatore the cov-
ered bridge in Pepperel],
which Hargraves feit
strongly should be named
nothing atheér than tha Pep-
perell covered bridge. “To me,
it’s & fandmark and I insisted
it-be called tha Pepperall cov-
ered bridge and not be named
sfter anvbody, This mils Pep
perell on the map and that's
what's importanl.”

The Saath Streat bridee n
Towneend was another span
that got much needed attan-
fion during his tenure, "W

weeks, they pulled it out, and
my convertible with mysalf
and anelderdy lady from
Towmezsnd was the first car
over the bridga.” Hargraves
recalled,

STATE LEVEL LOOK
BACK

Hargraves expressed dis-
gust with the degres of pobli
funding for gresn-gnergy ini-
tintivae: Case1n point iz the
faiture of Evergroen Bolar on
Devene despite tens of mil-
lioma of dellars of support
from the Patrick Adminiatra:
tien. It bad for business, bt
be aleo satd ita foulty science.

Everybody talks about
global warming: Those of us
who have studied sciencs over
the vears knoa that over
thousgnds of vears, its eveli-
cal. Dot they changed it feom
‘global warming to ‘climate
chunge’ and ‘green energy’
virled against them. It's going
bo coet ue more to produes i

"We're going to have todo
what France did and that 210
= go nuclear. We huve nuclear
om naval carriers, they go 17
years. They've cloaned it ap.

i

AL P B HE L O LT

got that. | was told they
woldn't get it. They put a
temporary in, but ficst the e =
contractor gotb apooked and
o off the job, Then the
hridge was out. Nothing wie
there.”

Concerned that o signih-
cant delay would apark the
meed torebid and restart the
project, Hargraves aaid; *1
saw the contractor and asked
why he pulled off the job and
asked 'Thd vou get spoaked by
gome of the people involved in
the prist mill? He said 'ves
we did," They watchad him all
the time,

"The one thing T kept track
of very closely was timelines,
I talked with hichway offi-
ciile. T didn’ want to get
caapght with z technicality on
those two projects, They
came back and put the temp
in-and-gaid nothing s going Lo
happen. | sead we'll kave that
bridge before anow [tes. That
was July. They put the temp
in. It etaved there for 8- few







