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Locals recall Hargraves
as respected, available

Longtime legislator retired this year

By Pierme Cominis
Correspandont

GROTON — After 16
VEETE BE state representative
for the towena of Pepperel],
Tovwmsend, Groton, Dingts-
ble and Aver, Hobert Har-
grivis demded Lo retreat
fram Beacon Hill politics this
VeaT

Heturning to his roets, the
former echoolteacher dacided
b ksep his haod in local
affaira by running for the
Board of Selectmen, & posi-
tion he anea held before his
rile o6 the lepielative stape.

Failing to wina seat on
the Beard of Selectinen in
Irst vear's eloction, Har-
graves anded on lids feet and
WwaE appointad 58 5 member
of thee borwrns Pinagiee Corms
mitiise, whers he brines hes
extensive knowledpe of
Statehouwse number-runch-
ing-to bear,

That gaid, the long vears
Hurgraves sarved tn Boston
have not been forgotten by
hris constituents or Iocal lead-
ars who often relied on hia
help to have their voices

heard 1n the stute’s capitol

“Lthink that a3 a repre.
senbitive Bob was a very [
wall-regpected member of
the Legisluturm, not onlr by
myselt but to his colleagnes
o bioth gides of the pisle”
eaid Hep. James Arciern, [)-
Waatford,

“His sipproach was
refreshing. He was a straight
ghoter who always It you
leriow where be stood on an
tspue, He was a bireless wdvo-
eate Tor his constituents and
he had a kean understanding
of his district and the people
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“Bob was one of the most respecled
reprresentatives of the minorily party
on issues such as bealith-care
Sinancing,” said James Arciero. “Along
with belp from bis colleagues, I give
him a tremendous amount of credit for
sponsoring and pursuing the Lyme
disease bill that is going fo belp a
tremendous amount of people. That
kind of concern is something that bas
endeared bim to bis colleagues.”

“Bob did & good jnb repra-
Aenting his district,” said
Board of Selectmen membsar
Peter Cunnineham, “His
foens, Iilink,; seemed to b
on foeal issnes nnd con-
ptituent services. Ha wean't
the sort of state representa-
tive whir would go down and

| file bills that go nowhere.

From time W Hme issmes
wonild come up that he wonld
focua on and advocate, like
the time hefiled legialation
dealingwith Lyme dissase,
He pushed wery hard for
those things he wantad but
in.& bipertiean way, T tinnk
b did v good job.”

"I think he was passton-
ate ahout the district and
about whil hue aould do for

‘the district,” said Hep: Shesla

Harrington, R-Groten, who

I took over Harpraves geat in

the Legizlaturs:

I admirad his tenacity
when he wantad to get some-
thing dome when he wianted
todait, I thinkhewasz a
great-asset and a very dedi-
cated pablic servant.™

"Babrwas one of the moz
respected representatives of
the minority party on isames
suich s hialth-care finane-
ing,” said Arciero. “Aleng
with help from hizenl-
leagues, 1 pive him & tremen-
dous amount of eradit for
spun=oring and pursning the
Lyme dizease hill that iz
paing to halp 4 tremendoos
amount of pesple, That king
of moneeri is somaething that
hnz endeared him to his col-
ieagues.”

“Bob did a vary good job
as & state representative,”
paid fefliw board member
Fran Dillon, *He certainly
bsked after and took care of
the people within hiz dis-
trict, If hir-constituonts
needed holp, Bob was alwayza
there.”

“Ho was actually my
princigal in high schoof and
I'vie alwaee found Bob to be
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Bob Hargraves' summer hiome is not far from the Bush compound in Kennshunkport.
Here, Hargraves has a chat with President George Bush.

bring business into the dis-
trict. And whionever T sent an
g-mail to him, 16 minutes
later I'd get 2 call from Bab,
His aeeése Lo government
offices was also 2 very valu-
ableasaet to the distriet, For
instance, on the whols schoal
bussing izsue last vear when
gchioels ware gring to lose
5350 mallion in state aid, Bob
wasong of the Nirst to sign off
on a letter to the pavernor to
reatore the money. So Bob
wik 8 vary good friend to
aducation in particular.”

A stalo lagpslator since
1954, Hargraves began hiz
career az a-school teacher
before moving into adminia-
tration as a principal 1n the
Morth Middlesex Begional
Hehiool District, In the 1970
hi served for one term on the
Board of Selectoen before
roturming for a stint of four
consecutive ferma in the
1550

“Hob was certainly direct
and to the point soed had &
every dry zengs of humor,”
eommented former state
Zem. Stephen Panagiotakos.
“If you took the time to get to
kenew him, you'd find that he
wak & fun puy to b around.

He had a good heart, Politics
18 personal so if voucan have
a frisndzhip with people that
helps-and it certanly helped
him. Bab was alzoa strang
voice for thve Republican
Party for many years. His
crncern and eare for those in
hiz digtrict was second to
rne.”

“Bobr gob tul and minsled
with peaple,.” aaid Dillon of
Hargraves etvle of represen-
tatton. "He knew people, met
with people, talked with peo
ple. He knew people
throughdut hia district. Boh
touched all levels of his con-
etituency and ligtaned to
them and did the beel he
eould for them.”

“I'think Bob had a very
cormmon touch,” ssid McKen-
gie, "Every time [ saw him in
front of hiz cometituents, he
knew half the people in the
i, I've pone to Eagrle
Seput presentations with
Bob and it seemed as 1l he
knew everyone in the room,
Aza legislator, e wae actu-
ally pretty sasy to reach out
to; especially onoe he Knaw
wha you were.”

*Bob was out there every
day meeting and talking

with his comstituents,” Black
agid, "He was in diatricy all
the timeand visited all the
town halls on e weekly hasis
In fact, he probably knew ag
many of his constituents as
any rep-on Baaean Hill.”

“He did & good job for the
town,” said former Aver town
clerk:Ann Callahan, noting
that the legizlator kept regn-
lar howrs at Town Hall one
night a week epecifically to
make himzelf available to
any eonstibaent who wanted
tatalk to-him, *We liked him
He wae very [endly and
pretty much took care of ns”

"Clhoe thing that teally
impressed me about Hob was
thiod he had a real pood sense
of history and could recsll
pesple, remember farmily &1t
uations, or have an anecdote
to tell about particular situsa-
fions,” recalled Cunning-
ham,

All who kswew Hargraves
or worked with him agree
that he hine lelt some hiz
ghoes to fill.

“Bob will be miszed it
orly because he knaw so
many penple throughout the
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Marshall: He was always available
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district,” Dillon said. “Peaple
will certainly miss baing able
to meat with him and talk
with him.”

T think it7] be Bob's sense
of humor that will be missed
thie most,” condfessed Arclers,
“Colleapnes on the Hill
thoight s ahility 1o find a
clever joke or line that sur-
miged how he folt sbout an
13eue at & particular time pae-
ful in bridging disagree-
ments. [t waa hia way of get-
Hing to the point.”

"1 think what will be mizeed
mtst about Rep. Hargraves
will be hig sense of humer”
satd Harrington, agresing with
Arciers that Hargraves alnlity
todmject humor into a discus-
shimy often helped defuse other-
wise contentions issnes.

"I think he did quite s b
for ail five towns in hia dis-
triet,” said McEenzie, “He
wae invaived in restoring the
oovered hiridge in Pepperel],
the development of Devena,
the presarvation of the
Mazhua River, and he scto-
ally-worked across party lines
to-get things done,”

*1 think what will he
missed most about Bob was
his gvailability.” zaid Mae-
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shall, "He was always avail
able, Infact, [ think even hiz
home phone was listed,”

“Bobwss alwaye staving
withan his district” seid Hall.
“He Tikood o etay elose to the
peopke Personil contact with
Tiis comaditaents was his most
valurhle assst as a legislator
He was abways aut there lis-
tening.”

*1 hope nothing of what
Bob did as vur representative
will be missed,” 2md Black: ©1
hope that Sheils Harrington,
wha iz aluo from Grotos, picks
g whers Bob, Tefi-ofl ao Ll
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Rep. Robert
'L | Hargraves takes
: u hislast callsas a
’L legiziator,

we don't miss o beat”

"He provided secess o
atate government and
temded to heve gosd people
whe worked for him,™ ssid
Conmimphaom. ST e b carly
to sy what will he mirsed in
his ahsenes from state poy-
ernment, Sheila Harrington,
hiz replacement, may turn
ok to be just &5 gaod with
constituents as Bob was,
Bk wie good al forming
alliances and working in 4
hipnrtisan way wisen he
nesdad b He was pragmntis
that wayw”
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| Rep. Bob Hargraves attends-a William E. May Endowment Fund dinner to honor
formes Tawnsend patlce Chiel Willkam May, canter,



