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Rep. Hargraves had dedicated
partner inwife, Ellen

"By M.E. Jonas
" Correspondent

GROTON — Ellen Har-
graves firet met her husband
« Robert while visiting at the
* home of & college sorority sis-
ter, The first question he
peked Ellen war “Who-did
youl vote forin the 1560 alee-
tion?" she said,

. Apparently, her answer

clicked, Certainly, they did,
- “Wi meved an from l.h-e-re
 she aayenow, laughing, “IF I

* siidl | woted far Kennedy,

*wha knows what would have

- happened!”

" The Harpraves have heen
married for 48 vears: For
mast of them, they have
lived in the eoy colanial on s
quiet street in Ciroton where
they brought wp thres chil-
dren, Ellen — a retived
teacher — graciously-agresd
to be interviewed there this
week.

£ & recent afternoon,
ihe welcomed poests in her

sanny country Kitchen, Her
ers-gountry ekis stood out-
side the door, ready for

Jaunge on A nerhy bievela
trail. She offered fresh coffee
angd ginger covkies before sit-
ting down to-chat in the liv.
ing room

It's & tomg, light-fillad
raom with a fireplace,
antique rocking chaira and &

‘oomly red sofa; Family pho-
tos adarn the topof & baby
grind piano, Ellen gives los-
saona to her grandkids, she
gaid. One granddanghter
likas to sew and she's work-
ifg on i project with har
now.

Omie of the phitos shows
the family on vacation at;
Mount Washington four
vears agos Ellen, Bob, their
three grown children and
nine grandchildren. More

prekures and mementoos are

Ot o table by 2 wmclnw for-
mal we-:lmng photos of thetr
ghildren, Carolyn, Patricia
srd Hobert, form an eore-
catehing triptvch

Asked about the layaut of
thie house, Ellen gave o nut-
shell verzion of a past reno-
vation that modernized the
kitchen and turned a porch
into i spacious fumily room

 that doubles as Bob's waork-

space. She aleo-notod other
changes, An sttached garage
was once a barn that housed
soveral penerations of sheep.
Mext toit, & convertad child's
playhouss {movied from o
neighboring property)
became a nursery for the
lamis, she said,

The sheep sapn started
when danghter Pabti was in
middle schonl: A 4-H project.
After gradisnting from high
achonl, Patti suggested sall-
ing the gheep, bul her mom
eontinued to raise them for
14 vears, shutiling the ghesp
to Topafield and other county
Foire. Shie aleo tavght school
during that time, shie said,
recalling how some bBottlo-fed
[ambs - the atronger anes -
berame quast-class projoecte.
Heratudents loved feeding
them, she said,

The sheep-raising project
15 ome illustration of an inde-
pendent philosophy thet

helped Ellen achieve & nato-

| ril household hatanee-with

her active, strong-willed hus-
band, especially after he
started his career in politice,
“T've always had my awn
intereats,” she said.

Anative of Hochestar,
Mewr York, Ellen went toool-
lege in Ohio and moved b
Cambridge after graduating
to Jaunch a teaching career.
Aptustomed Lo city life, she
wiould not have dreamed
thet that she'd setile down
1o & small town like Groton,
she said.

But she came Lo love it
"Groton is a beautiful town,
a-groat place 1o raise o fam-
ily!" ghea enid. Listing activ-
ting shi's bean invalved in
over the vears, itz clear she’s
become part of its fabric: She
served for several years on
the Groten School Commit-
tee and later on the Nashoba
Tech School Commities:; sang
in the church choir, still
does, She recent]ly becoming
a member of the ball chioir
end performed in tha town
Christmas celebration,

Bob Harareves, who
recently retived from a long
end succeseful second career

as a Massachusettz State

Representative, was &
teacher ab the Presogtt
Bchoal in Groton when he
and Ellen metin 1860, He
told her about san opeming for
a sixth grade zocial studies
and reading teacher, she
gaid. Bhe landed the job.

My first principal was
Florence Boche,” ehe said.
“Bhe war soaupportive, T She
gat to know the now-iconic
prineipal that first year, *1
used to pat to school aarly,”
ghe zaid, "she would be hav-
g coffea with Papg Moody.”
Ellen cormmuted to her new
10b, driving her “little
Renault” from Cambridge.

Thin she and Bab got
married. Their first home
wag an gpartieeat in o big
white eolonial scross from
the Baptizt chiurch oo Main
Strest.

After & couple of vears,
Ellan book-time off from
teaching to raise her chil-
dren, she gard., She would
later teach in Aver for 15
years befors refurning to
Grobon, where she tanght
until ehe ratired,

She shared s atory about
the birth of their third child,
Bob wae Town Moderator
then: He was an the phone,
reparing for a mesting,

Things started to happen
fust. They headed Tor the
hospital, but didn't make it
The baky was born in the
fromt sext of the car,

Bob had -been a modarator
for several years belore he
ran for selectman, Ellen
gaid, Al the same fime, his
tesching caresr was moving
forward, He becime prineg-
pal of Worth Middlessx
Regional High Schogl

Asked howrghe falt when
he degided Lo mun for state
repregentative, Kllen zaid
they talked about it but oo,
he didn't sak. And she would-
i’ hiave balked if he had.
"He'z pretty assertive,” she
paid, “We both have our own
as well as shared interests,”

. Politaes was ono ol ki — a

hig one

“He fivet ran on atickers,”
Ellen recalled, becanss it
was Loo kate to get on the bal-
fot. Sketching that first cam-
paign, she said Stats Hepra-
sentative Augusta "Gusty”
Hornkhlower wae very ill but
hand ok wikhdrawn yet, An
opponent surfaced in the
Republican primary. There
was pome contreversy, Ten
days balore her death,
“Gusty bowed oat and
endorsed Bob.” Ellen was
tesching full time m the
regicnal schos! district and
had to “walk a line” 80 ghe
didn't actively campaign. she
satd. “1 atufted envelopes.”

Azked shont the worst
and the beet of being a repre-
sentative's wite for 16 years,
shie s the best part was it
was g0 pood for her hushand,
"He loved it so muoch!™ she
said, helping people, stule
howse camaraderie. “When
your gpouse is really happy”
it strengthens the relation-




ship. Mo argument there,
And there were perles for her,

tod, Auch as attending two
presidential inaugurals and
the glittering inaugural
talls! i

But there was one cam-
peign that torned nakty.

In 2006, o charismatis
young Domoerat named Joe
MeManus challenged Bob
Hargraves for his seat. His
bid ultimately failed after
akeletone tumhbled out of his
closet - faks teaching creden-
tialg, smong others — but he
WAS AN BEETEEsIE GOpPOnEDL,
He trotted oul Ted Kennedy
and John Kerry, Ellen said.
But the moment she will
always remember a5 the
worst was when McManus
held & “rally” on the town
hall steps and "said things
about Bab's votmy record”
that wers not trua. Adming o
dizcredit his oppenent, iz
hateful words itso bort her.
The Repablican caucus had
voted to reduce the state

budget by a small pereent-
JgE.

Pinpointing one line tem
in that bodgot, Mchanas
smid Hargraves "voted
ngainat breast canesr
research,” The memaory
brings tears, even now. “My
mother died of broast ean-
cer.” Ellon-said.

Agroup of “young Repub-
licans® backed Harpravee,
writing fetters to lpcal
papers that got the recard
gfraight, she snid. Then, the
other candidate crashed and
burned an his own.

she admits now wanking
her husband to retive-them,
mienkinming 1t At BUpper,
When they'd meet, talle, then
g off to pursus their sepa-
rate nhligations and inter
eata. "owad always.ono
mare election,” though,

Ellan retirad from teach-
ing n 2001 and has sarved
o the State Teachors’
Retirement Board gince that
time. “It has been & most
intereating experience ani
has taken considerabie time
in preparation for the
memthly meetinge.” ehe said,

She joined the Groton
Waman's Clab, continued ta
ging in the church choir,
became & member of the new
hand bell choir, which she
enjove immensely, We are
called “The Faith Ringers,”
which her hushand jokingly
calls “the dingahngs." She
takes his teasing with pood
hiimer,

Ellen also works at the
Nashoba Valley Medical
Center Gift Shop as-a volun-
teer. Once a wesk, she reads
ta residents at Seven Hills in
Groton. Recently, she was
appianbed b the Proscott
Schoal Reuse Commities and
beeame involved in long-
renge planning at the Groten
Historical Society,

Bhe expociaily Ioves
spending time with her
grandchildren, Now, her hus-
band will have more family
time, too. That. is, if the sign
out front doean'L penerate too
much business, “Justice of

the Peace " it repda,



HAEHDES FUBLIEHMGLUOH LOVE
Ellen Hargraves talks about being the wife of a legislator, a role she played for 16
YEaIs,

COURTERY PHOTC

State Rep. Robert Hargraves and his wife, Ellen, at the Texas,/Wyoming Inaugural ball |
for President George W. Bush and Yice President Dick Chenay, i
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State Rep. Robert Hargraves and his wife, Ellen, visit
with residents at-an open house for the Public Safety
Building In Groton




